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The Impact of Susan G. Komen for the Cure®

The Promise that Changed the World

In 1980, Nancy G. Brinker watched helplessly as her sister, Susan G. Komen, died after a three-year
battle with breast cancer. Before Susan died, Nancy made a promise that would change the world: to
end breast cancer forever.

INn 1982, that promise launched Susan G. Komen for the Cure®, which, in 27 years, has become the
global leader of the breast cancer movement, creating the world’s largest grassroots network of
cancer survivors and activists, investing millions of dollars each year for research, education,
screening and treatment, and encouraging global governments to make cancer a priority.

The stakes are enormous: In the United States, close to 200,000 women and men will be
diagnosed with breast cancer this year alone. More than 40,000 will die. Around the world, more than
1.3 million new breast cancer cases will be diagnosed this year, and more than 465,000 will die. Every
68 seconds, somewhere in the world, a woman dies from breast cancer - the most prevalent cancer
among women today. These numbers are, quite simply, unacceptable.

Our plan is straightforward: \We fund cutting-edge research to find the cures - $237 million in
just three years, and $450 million since we began. Another $900 million since inception helps pay for
mammograms, cancer education, treatment and other forms of direct help in thousands of
communities. And with a network of almost 200,000 advocates, we push for cancer research funding
and to make cancer screening and treatment available to all.

Our impact is huge: A Susan G. Komen for the Cure grant has touched every major breast cancer
breakthrough and major scientists of the past 27 years - including three Nobel Prize winners. Funding
for discoveries in genetics and biology have evolved into less invasive, personalized treatments for
what was once a “one-treatment-fits-all” disease.

We operate around the world: \With relationships in 50 countries and Affiliates in Germany, Italy
and Puerto Rico, Komen is determined to end cancer on a global scale. Our founder and CEQ, the
Goodwill Ambassador for Cancer Control for the U.N.’s World Health Organization, has called for
world governments to “Include Cancer” in global health programs.

...And close to home: Komen Affiliates operate in more than 120 U.S. communities, helping to fund
more than 500,000 breast cancer screenings, and pay for financial, emotional and social support
programs to more than 100,000 women and men. Today, there are 2.5 million breast cancer survivors
in the U.S., the largest group of cancer survivors in the country.

The Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure® Series helps raise funds for cancer and benefits communities
by $778 million, more than the Super Bowl! and the All-Star games. Economists tell us that Komen-
funded research and programs saved 4,500 American lives in 2007, with an economic impact of
almost $300 million.

In 27 years, Komen has become the world’s largest source of nonprofit funds for breast cancer. To
date, we have invested nearly $1.5 billion in breast cancer research and community outreach
programs. Over the next decade, we've committed to another $1 billion for cutting-edge research and
community programs.

Details are in the pages that follow.
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Susan G. Komen for the Cure® js the Global Leader...

...In Life-Saving Research

Since 1982, Komen for the Cure has invested nearly $1.5 billion in cancer
research and community health programs, pledging another $1 billion
during the next decade. Komen-funded research has touched every major
breast cancer advance of the past 27 years, including:

e Discovery of the first breast cancer susceptibility gene (BRCAD, and
a test for women to learn about their inherited risk, leading very
early detection of breast cancer in some women.

e Discovery that breast cancer is not one disease - it is many diseases,
each with different characteristics that allow doctors to deliver
tailored treatments that are more effective and involve fewer side
effects.

e The role of hormonal factors in breast cancer risk, development and
progression and leading to greater understanding of tamoxifen
resistance, tools to identify women who are more likely to develop
resistance, and development of new hormonal therapies such as
aromatase inhibitors.

e Understanding the role of angiogenesis in providing the blood supply that allows cancer cells
to continue to grow and leading to discovery of drugs like Avastin that kill cancer cells by
starving them of their blood supply.

e Discovery of signaling pathways ‘turned on’ by the over-expression of HER2 receptors in some
types of very aggressive breast cancers and the role of kinase inhibitors as potential
therapeutic agents with fewer adverse effects than Herceptin.

e Understanding the biology of metastasis and discovery of a gene that promotes metastasis in
30 to 40 percent of breast cancers, opening the door for development of drugs to stop breast
cancer’s lethal spread.

e Discovery of new early detection systems, such as magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) and
Molecular Breast Imaging (MBI) that provide three dimensional images of the breast,
unmasking potential lesions that can be hidden in traditional two dimensional views.
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