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Treatment options

Treatment options for triple negative breast cancer are 
limited. Because these tumors lack hormone receptors, 
hormone therapy, such as tamoxifen or aromatase 
inhibitors cannot be used. Also, since the tumor is 
HER2/neu-negative, the targeted therapy Herceptin is 
not used. And, other targeted therapies do not yet 
exist for this type of breast cancer.

However, triple negative breast cancer can be success-
fully treated if it is caught early. Chemotherapy is an 
effective treatment. Research shows that triple  
negative breast cancer may even respond better to 
chemotherapy than other types of breast cancer. 
Surgery and radiation therapy are also usually used.

Research

Clinical trials are looking at new treatments. Potential 
targets for future therapies include the EGF receptor, 
aB-crystallin and cyclin E. Research is ongoing.

Resources

BreastCancerTrials.org

Living Beyond Breast Cancer
1-888-753-5222 
www.lbbc.org

National Cancer Institute
1-800-4-CANCER 
www.cancer.gov/clinicaltrials

Triple Negative Breast Cancer Foundation
1-877-880-TNBC(8622) 
www.tnbcfoundation.org


