


Suspicious microcalcifications

Sometimes it is hard to tell if microcalcifications are 
suspicious for breast cancer. When this happens the 
radiologist may take more X-rays to help decide if  
the microcalcifications are benign, probably benign, 
suspicious or malignant. If they are described as  
“probably benign,” it is very likely that the area is  
not cancer. However, if they are “suspicious,” more 
follow-up is needed.

Questions to ask your radiologist

• Has my mammogram changed since my last one?

• What changes do you see?

• What do those changes mean?

• �If you suggest I come back for a follow-up  
mammogram, what are the benefits and risks  
of waiting?

• �If you suggest I have a biopsy, what are the  
benefits and risks of having it now?
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